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winery tours: LODI, CALIFORNIA

Lodi has
come into 
its own 
as a wine 
making 
destination 
in California.

Dream
come true

A Wine Lover’s
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I
t has the perfect terroir for 
growing the grapes that have 
made California wines out-
standing. For many generations, 
grape growers here have been 
shipping their fruit to wine-
makers all over California, most 

notably, to Napa and Sonoma.  Recently, 
however, many have made the leap to wine-
making. They finally realized  that they have 
the perfect raw materials for great wine, so 
why not do it themselves?  
 Lodi is now home to over 85 wineries with 
spectacular wines, and wineries without the 
hype and crowds of Napa and Sonoma. It is 
a wine taster’s dream destination. It’s still 
quiet and agricultural, with flat roads perfect 
for cycling around vineyards for tastings. 
You’re very likely to meet the owner, wine-
maker, or one of the family in the tasting 
room who can’t wait to talk to you about 
their wines and the generations of the family 
who have made it happen.  

Y
ou can sample beautiful Zinfandels and 
Chardonnays that can only be tasted and 
purchased at Lucas Winery, where owner 
David Lucas would happily tell you he’d 
rather be surfing than riding around 
Chicago with a distributer to increase his 
production possibilities. Small is beautiful 

and indeed, his wines are beautiful.  
 Lodi wineries feature tasting rooms in stunning settings with 
spectacular architecture. m2 is sleek, with Le Corbusier-inspired 
modern style. Oak Farm Vineyards is set on an estate with a 
Colonial Revival-style home, restored barn and spectacular 
tasting room.  And then there’s St. Jorge’s Tuscan-style villa.  
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A
t Acquiesce, in Sue Tipton’s 
delightful tasting room, you 
are offered tastes of her gor-
geous white and rosé wines 
paired with nibbles that show 

off her finesse in winemaking.  
 Don’t miss the massive Michael David 
Winery. With wine names like “Freakshow,” 
“Earthquake” and “7 Deadly Zins,” they 
have fun with their brand. They’ve created 
what they call a “destination tasting space” 
that includes a roadside farm stand, café, 
and landscaped outdoor spaces to linger 
and picnic.
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Lucas Winery
lucaswinery.com
Owners David and Heather Pyle-Lucas 
both worked for Robert Mondavi before 
starting their own winery in Lodi. They 
specialize in organically grown and 
hand- harvested estate Chardonnay and 
Zinfandel.

Michael David Winery
michaeldavidwinery.com
Brothers Michael and David Phillips 
are the fifth generation to work this 
vineyard and they are bringing along 
the sixth generation to work with them. 
They specialize in Zinfandel, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot, 
Cinsault, Syrah, Petite Sirah, Cari-
gnane, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 
and Symphony, a grape variety that is 
a cross between Muscat d’Alexandria 
and Grenache Gris. The award-winning 
Petite Petit is a blend of Petite Sirah and 
Petit Verdot.

Klinker Brick Winery
klinkerbrickwinery.com
Steve and Lori Felten are fifth genera-
tion grape growers and now winemak-
ers. Their Old Ghost Zinfandel is one of 
the best Old Vine Zinfandels from Lodi.  
Additionally, they specialize in Alicante 
and Carignane, Syrah, Dolcetto, Petite 
Sirah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Rosé and 
Albariño.    

Mettler Family Vineyards
mettlerwine.com
Adam and Kimberly Mettler run a tasting 
room in a stunning location and tend 
vineyards planted in the late 1800’s. 
They specialize in Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Petite Sirah, Old Vine Zinfandel, 
Aglianico, Mourvedre, Albariño and 
Chardonnay.

Harney Lane Winery
harneylane.com
Jorja and Kyle Lerner produce several 
Zinfandels, including an Old Vine Zin-
fandel from a vineyard over 110 years 
old. Also produced are Petite Sirah, Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, Tempranillo, Primitivo, 
Albariño, Chardonnay, and Rosé. 

Bokisch Vineyards
bokischvineyards.com
Liz and Markus Bokisch specialize in 
Spanish varietals including Albariño, 
Verdejo, Garnacha Blanca, Tempranillo, 
Graciano, Garnacha, Old Vine Zinfandel, 
Malbec and Monastrell.

m2 Wines
m2wines.com
Layne Montgomery’s mission is small-lot 
artisanal wine. The tasting room 
alone is worth the visit and the wines 
are great. He produces Old Vine Zinfan-
del, Tempranillo, Petite Sirah and some 
blends.

Acquiesce Winery and Vine-
yards
acquiescevineyards.com

Sue Tipton’s Rhône-inspired white 

wines include single variety Viognier, 

Roussanne, Grenache Blanc, Picpoul 

Blanc, a Châteauneuf-du-Pape style 

blend and a dry Rosé.

St. Jorge Winery
stjorgewinery.com

Vern and Jenise Vierra run a tasting 

room styled like a Tuscan villa amidst 

a breathtaking 15-acre estate. They 

specialize in Portuguese style wines 

and also produce Old Vine Zinfandel, 

Alicante Bouschet, Tempranillo, Souzão, 

Tinta Cão, Touriga Nacional, Trinca-

deira, Sangiovese, Syrah and Cabernet 

Sauvignon.

Oak Farm Vineyards
oakfarmvineyards.com

The Panella family purchased this beau-

tiful estate and replanted the vineyards 

with grape varieties that suited their 

vision of the future. Right now, you 

can taste their Verdelho, Chardonnay, 

Sauvignon Blanc, Barbera, Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec, Petit Verdot, 

Petite Sirah, Sangiovese, Zinfandel and 

Primitivo.

Here are some must-visit wineries.
Check the websites for tasting times.

Lodi is just south of Sacramento, so it’s easy enough to 
include with a winetasting tour of northern California. But 
Lodi stands on its own. There are enough wonderful wine 
experiences to keep you there for a while. —marylou crowley





